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Northeast South Dakota Economic Corporation (NESDEC) finances 
business development in the counties of Beadle, Brown, Buffalo, 
Campbell, Clark, Codington, Day, Edmunds, Faulk, Grant, Hand, Hyde, 
Jerauld, Kingsbury, Marshall, McPherson, Miner, Potter, Roberts, 
Sanborn, Spink and Walworth in northeast South Dakota. 

NESDEC loans, in partnership with other local lenders, have proven to 
be a useful tool for economic development in the region.  NESDEC’s 
mission is to stimulate economic opportunities through loans, technical 
assistance and partnerships. 

In conjunction with NESDEC, the Small Business Development Center, 
(SBDC) provides free and confidential business consulting services.  
SBDC staff have an in-depth background in business, providing the skills 
needed to assist entrepreneurs in business planning. 

Lori Finnesand, NESDEC CEO, states, “NESDEC has loan funds 
available for lend start up or existing businesses.  NESDEC can make 
smaller loans to individual businesses or partner with local banks on 
larger projects.” 

For more information, contact NESDEC at 1-888-202-4855 or check out 
our website at www.nesdcap.org and click the NESDEC link at the top of 
the page. 
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NESDEC Board Members , front 
row, (L to R), Craig Rau, JoAnn 
Schaefers, Colleen Cordell, Noel 
Belcher and David Heitmann.  
Back Row (L to R), Kenny Buck, 
David Gleason, Dan Menking, 
Terry Flamboe, Judy Steen, Darryl 
Yackley, Craig Johnson and Rod 
Domke.  Not Pictured, Wayne 
Board, Bob Heintzman. 

NESDCAP Board Members , front 
row, (L to R), Laura Lenstch, Sherry 
Baloun, Jody Zueger, Larry Mattke 
and Delmar Metzger.  Back Row, (L 
to R), Vern Donnell, Duane Majeres, 
Corey Brown, Tom Farber, Marvin 
Bury, Joe Fiala, Rick Beilke and Jack 
Swanson.  Not pictured, Sheila 
Roeber, Delvin Worth, Edwin Miller, 
Noel Belcher, Deb Kuecker 
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The NESDCAP and NESDEC board members for 2009 have been hard at work . Both boards 
meet to discuss the agencies priorities and to provide input, feedback and final approval of the 
overall program plans for both NESDCAP and NESDEC. 

The NESDCAP Board is led by President, Tom Farber, and the NESDEC Board is led by 
President Dan Menking.  NESDCAP board members meet every other month, while NESDEC 
board members meet every month. 

GROW South Dakota Service Area 

NESDEC Service Area 

NESDCAP Service Area 
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The Income Based Repayment Plan 
(IBR), for federal student loans, is a new 
repayment plan for the major types of 
federal loans made to students.  Under 
IBR, your required monthly payment is 
capped at an amount that is intended to 
be affordable based on your income 
and family size. 

Any Stafford, Grad PLUS, or 
Consolidation loan made under either 

the Direct Loan or FFEL program is eligible for 
repayment under IBR, EXCEPT loans that are currently 
in default, parent PLUS loans or consolidation loans that 
repaid a parent PLUS loan.  The loans can be new or 
old, and for any type of education (undergraduate, 
graduate, professional  or job training). 

You may enter IBR if your federal student loan debt is 
high relative to your income and family size.  You can 
contact your lender directly to apply for IBR.  If you have 
Direct Loans through the U.S. Department of Education 
you can visit www.ed.gov.  If you’re not sure who’s 
servicing your loans, you can visit www.nslds.ed.gov 
and find out. 

*(Information from www.studendaid.ed.gov) 
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Are you looking 
for quality, 
affordable, 
virtually 
maintenance free 
living?  If so, then 
you should 
consider making 
Pierpont your next 
home. 

-rent is based on 30% of your adjusted gross income 

-rental assistance is available 

-security deposit of $150.00 required upon moving in 

-rent includes water, sewer, garbage and heat 

-laundry facility 

-free parking 

- call about additional incentives! 

The Pierpont Apartments are just a short walk from downtown, 
which is home to Mr. Bills, a locally owned lounge and 
restaurant.  Pierpont also has a wonderful park and softball field. 

If you’re looking for high class living with a small town feel, then 
renting from Pierpont Apartments, Inc. might be just what you’re 
looking for.  To request an application or for more information, 
please contact the NESDCAP office at 1-888-202-4855 Monday 
through Friday.  
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“If you qualify for the weatherization 
program and you own your home, it’s 
at no cost to you.”  says Marcia 
Erickson, NESDCAP CEO.  “All you 
need to do is contact our office in 

Sisseton and we’ll help you from there.” 

NESDCAP received $3,968,002 that director Marcia 
Erickson said will help at least 442 people this year.  The 17 
county service area includes the following counties; Beadle, 
Brown, Campbell, Day, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand, Hughes, 
Hyde, Marshall, McPherson, Potter, Roberts, Spink, 
Stanley, Sully and Walworth. 

When a qualifying homeowner is identified, an Energy 
Auditor goes into the home to assess what needs to be 
done.  The auditor then enters the information into a 
computer program that helps choose the most efficient 
repairs. 

“We are looking for cost returns and receiving the best 
return on the investment, “ Erickson said.   

In addition to receiving an infusion of stimulus money, the 
program was expanded to cover families making up to twice 
the federal poverty level or $44,100 for a family of four.  The 
average amount spent per house has increased to $6,500. 
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This summer the Northeast South Dakota Community Action Program 
(NESDCAP) had four interns working for them.  Sondra Erickson was 
hired through Citibank funding and worked at the NESDCAP office in 
Sisseton focusing on multi-family housing development and 
management.  This fall she will be attending South Dakota State 
University and will be majoring in Agriculture Business with a minor in 
accounting.  Jenna Pierce and Fallon Glodrey were selected to be placed 
in the Sisseton NESDCAP office through the Department of Labor 
stimulus funding.  Abby Nipp was also funded through the Department of 
Labor  and worked in the Aberdeen NESDCAP/Small Business 
Development  center office.  Jenna is attending SDSU and will be 
majoring in Business Economics with a minor in Accounting.  Fallon will 
be attending Sisseton-Wahpeton Community College this year to earn 
her Licensed Practical Nurse degree and then will be attending Lake 
Area Technical Institute in Watertown to become a Registered Nurse.  
Abby will be attending Northern State University and majoring in 
Education. 

While working at NESDCAP, the interns organized offices, wrote press 
releases, worked with cash flows, marketing, updated websites, assisted 
with apartment management, helped with accounting, researched and 
distributed healthy living information and helped to keep the office 
running smoothly. 

“My favorite thing about working at NESDCAP is knowing that every time 
I do a project, big or small, I’m helping someone in one of our 
surrounding communities!”-Fallon Glodrey 

“I like working at NESDCAP because I enjoy working with the clients that 
call and come in.  I also enjoy the variety of tasks that I do everyday.  I 
never have the same day twice.”-Sondra Erickson 

“I really like the people I work with.  They have been very helpful and are 
giving me great experiences that will come in handy for future jobs.”-
Abby Nipp 

“My favorite part of working at NESDCAP is the variety of things I am 
exposed to.  Each day is a new experience and not only will it come in 
extremely handy as I get more in-depth with my major, but it’s also 
valuable work that will help me in the future as I become more 
independent and begin to balance more bills.”           -Jenna Pierce   

Marcia Erickson, NESDCAP CEO, stated, “NESDCAP was fortunate to 
sponsor such talented and motivated interns and is grateful to the 
Department of Labor and Citibank for funding these positions.” 
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This summer the NESDCAP interns 
assisted with a variety of projects. One 
project they completed involved organizing 
backpacks with different school supplies for 
four age groups including pre-school, 
elementary, middle school, and high school.  
These backpacks were donated by the 
National Relief Charities, which is an 
organization that helps clients learn how to 
live daily on a budget. Helping clients to 
understand budgeting allows them to see 
where their money goes each month.  
Receiving the donated school supplies 
helps families put their money towards bills 
such as lights, rent or food. The backpacks 
were filled with notebooks, pens, rulers, 
scissors, folders and much more.  The 
interns stocked 250 backpacks with these 
supplies for students and families who are 
in need of a little extra help in the Sisseton 
School District.   
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Pictured above are Jenna Pierce, Fallon Glodrey, So ndra Erickson 
and Abby Nipp 
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Looking to find easy ways to 
contribute to being more eco-
friendly around your own house, 
but still not sure what good deeds 
you can do in order to protect the 
earth?  Going green is extremely 
important, especially in these 
tough economic times.  Follow 
these simple tips to get you started 

         and you will be on the path to  
                      going green in no time: 

1) If it fits your living situation, buy in bulk.  Certain 
items, such as perishable goods, are generally not 
good items to buy in bulk.  Everyday household 
items, such as toilet tissue, could be purchased in 
bulk.  When buying in bulk, you will be saving money 
while cutting down on unnecessary packaging. 

2) Recycle, recycle, recycle!  Recycling is one of the 
most important key items to keep in mind.  Many 
people are used to throwing away items because 
they look like waste, but the truth is, you can 
probably recycle most of consumer waste.  If you 
must have your groceries bagged in plastic bags, 
reuse these bags if possible.  Reuse plastic bags for 
small trashcan liners in your bathroom or for trash in 
your vehicle. 

3) Limit water use.  Limiting water use goes for almost 
everything that you do.  Watering the plants, 
washing clothes, brushing teeth, taking showers, 
etc.  When washing clothes, be sure the washing 
machine is completely filled with clothes.  When 
brushing teeth, be sure to turn off the faucet when 
you’re not using the water and most importantly, limit 
shower time for everyone in your household. 
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As part of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, more funding is available to 

help eligible South Dakotans pay for 
emergency services.  If you meet income 
eligibility guidelines, you may qualify for 

services such as: 

-Rent or home mortgage payments 

-Utility and rental deposits 

-Food 

-Other emergency services 

For more information, please contact : 

Northeast South Dakota Community Action 
Program 

104 Ash St. E, Sisseton, SD 57262 

Phone: 605-698.7654 or toll free 1-888-202-4855 

www.nesdcap.org 
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The Northeast South Dakota Economic Corporation 
(NESDEC) provides business loans within its 22 county 
service area. NESDEC’s mission is to stimulate economic 
opportunities through loans, technical assistance, and 
partnerships.  An example of a NESDEC loan partnership is 
with the Airport Café, Aberdeen. 

When asked how NESDEC has helped, Ron Erickson, Airport 
Café Owner, responded, “NESDEC has really helped to 
secure my finances and get my business up and running.” In 
2004 Ron Erickson, an Aberdeen Central and Northern State 
University alumnus, decided to expand his range of customer 
service by opening a new café. The Airport Café located in 
Aberdeen, was opened with the goal of providing outstanding 
customer service and to meet the needs of the traveling 
public.  This café offers multiple services including a full 
service restaurant with a “nifty-fifties” decor, a convenience 
store including various drinks and snacks, along with both gas 
and diesel pumps, and overnight parking for RVs and trucks.  

One of NESDEC’s goals is job creation and the Airport Café 
has done exactly this. Currently the Airport Café has nineteen 
employees all striving to excel in one thing that is important to 
everyone, customer service! This business is family owned 
with the freedom of making their own choices and pushing the 
business in what ever direction they need to travel to be 
successful. Erickson said, “Although the increasing amount of 
government regulations makes things hard sometimes, the 
employees are always motivated to do their best.” The Airport 
Cafe offers daily breakfast specials and displays the small 
town atmosphere with “regulars” always coming in for coffee. 
This café is an excellent spot stop and is located at 4450 
Highway 12 in Aberdeen, South Dakota. 

For more information on business loans, call 1-888-202-4855 
or visit us on the web at www.nesdcap.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pictured above is Ron Erickson, Airport Café 

Owner 
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ReconRobotics Inc. and Chronix Biomedical, Inc. 
recently funded projects thanks to the Regional Angel 
Investment Network (RAIN) fund.  NESDCAP and 
NESDEC are both investors in RAIN.  The RAIN 
network allows groups of investors to share information 
on investment opportunities.  Members work together 
to provide equity to new and emerging companies in 
the Midwest.  The goal is to make a profit while funding 
new ideas, technologies and promote economic activity 
in the Midwest. 

ReconRobotics, Inc., based in Edina, MN, is launching 
a miniature robot product that will inspect car 
underbellies for explosives and other hidden 
contraband.  Recently, ReconRobotics, Inc. contracted 
with the U.S. Military for purchase of these robots. 

The firm’s latest product will also make it easier for law
-enforcement officials to inspect underneath vehicles, 
as the robot uses tiny cameras rather than mirror-
related technology to identify hazards. 

ReconRobotics’ technology was first developed at the 
University of Minnesota.  The firm has raised upward of 
$3 million in capital, mostly from angel investors. 

Another company benefiting from the RAIN network is 
Chronix Biomedical, Inc., which is in the process of 
establishing a laboratory facility in Brookings, SD.  
Based in San Jose, CA, Chronix Biomedical is a 
medical diagnostic company developing technology to 
diagnose chronic illnesses very early in the disease 
process. 

This financing, said Chronix Biomedical CEO Dr. 
Howard Urnovitz, “Will provide us with the financial 
capacity to continue the development of novel 
diagnostic tests based on our core technology of 
detecting circulating nucleic acids in the blood of 
animals and humans with chronic diseases.” 

Chronix Biomedical, Inc. was able to secure equity 
funding totaling $5 million led by PrairieGold Venture 
Partners of Sioux Falls, SD. 

*Information courtesy of the Minneapolis/St. Paul Business 
Journal Recon Robotics Launches Car Inspecting Robot-
By Katharine Grayson and www.pgvp.com/news/
index.php?newsid=2 
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The South Dakota Nonprofit Enhancement Project 
Created and sponsored by the South Dakota 
Community Foundation has provided NESDEC the 
opportunity to strengthen the abilities of our current 
non-profit partners to reach out to new non-profit 
partners.  Each of these nonprofits does work to 
enhance housing, community and economic growth.  
NESDEC has assisted in building the capacity of 
these 26 nonprofits through grants, regular technical 
assistance, quarterly Regional Economic 
Development Networking opportunities and multiple 
training opportunities. 

NESDEC is currently planning one-day Fiscal 
Management Training for nonprofits to be held in late 
October.  This professional training will focus on: 1) 
Written Fiscal Policies, 2) Basic Budgeting and 3) 
Understanding the Form 990. 

Through our focus of improving the communities that 
we serve, the dedicated work of NESDEC’s Nonprofit 
Enhancement Program has created strength and 
sustainability for rural northeast South Dakota. 
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NESDEC’s Grant Program provides funding for capacity building of non-profit organizations.  Shown below are featured 

uses and benefits of the program. 

Jeff Grobe, Executive Director Day County Champion 
Community and Webster Area Development 

Jody Zueger, Executive Director  Housing & 
Redevelopment Commission of Aberdeen.  
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Clyde Ottenbaher, Vice President, Lona Hoff, Secret ary/Treasurer, Wanda Jundt, Executive Director, Ric hard 
Vetch, President of Eureka Community Development.  
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The Success Measures Data System (SMDS) was started in 
January 2009 with the financial and technical support of 
Neighborworks America.  In January, two staff members 
attended a two-day training to learn how to use this web-
based evaluation program.  The newly gained skills were put 
to use in updating the client survey to clients across northeast 
South Dakota.  Work continues to establish an evaluation plan 
and analysis of NESDCAP/NESDEC work in the area of 
Aberdeen, SD.  A map was plotted to determine the segments 
of Aberdeen receiving the most benefit from our agencies 
services. 

A visual assessment survey, property tax values and business 
profitability surveys were completed in Aberdeen.  These 
areas will be tracked for 3-5 years to determine impact. 

These training and web-based software programs are used to 
measure impact of our agency’s programs.  We have chosen 
three data collection tools to use to learn about the program 
and continue to obtain training in collecting and analyzing 
data.  In June, two staff members attended a national, two-
day training to learn how to analyze survey data for measuring 
impact, reporting and improving program development.  As we 
progress in the Success Measures program, we anticipate 
utilizing this data collection method for other program areas. 
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Mark and Sheila Schatz of Gettysburg, 
owners and founders of Schatz Electric Inc. 
recently completed their 10th year in 
operation.  When they first introduced their 
business to the public, they were covering 
just the border of Gettysburg and now have 
expanded their area of service to Potter, 
Faulk, Walworth and more.   

In addition to expanding their service area, 
they have also created five jobs and served 
hundreds of customers within this ten year 

time frame.  Schatz Electric Inc. has also worked closely with 
NESDCAP on a number of contracted weatherization jobs.  Because of 
the NESDEC loan they received, this young family was able to create a 
livelihood not only for themselves, but also their employees.  In doing 
so, they have filled a critical need in the area. 
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To many South Dakotans, hunting is much more than a hobby, it’s a lifestyle.  Year-round 
you can enjoy world class hunting in a variety of locations and many different land types.  
South Dakota has it all from waterfowl hunting to big game hunts.  Jon and Steph 
Frohling own and operate Frohling Meats, a much needed service when it comes to 
having your game processed after your hunt. 

Frohling Meats promises great quality, world-class taste and are located right in the 
center of a small town in South Dakota. 

Owners Jon and Steph Frohling are both graduates of Hecla High School.  Jon confirmed 
the hobby of hunting in South Dakota, “At Frohling Meats, we are all hunters.  We know 
the importance of getting quality meats and wild game.  Our goal is to make your hunting 
experience pleasurable even after the hunt is over.  We process every deer as if it’s our 
own. It is processed in the cleanest, most wholesome manner possible.  We offer the 
largest variety of deer sausage in the industry.  We feel this will give you many options so 
that your family will all find products they like.” 

Frohling Meats has opened an additional facility in Aberdeen.  They provide a large 
selection of services such as private processing, wild game processing, pork sandwich 
concessions for large area events and special occasions catering.   

 

Pictured above is Jon 
Frohling, owner of 

Frohling Meats in Hecla, 
South Dakota 
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Tom Farber-Britton 

Duane Majeres-Huron 

Deb Kuecker-Webster 

Noel Belcher-Bowdle 

Sherry Baloun-Redfield 

Rick Beilke-Wetonka 

Corey Brown-Gettysburg 

Marvin Bury-Webster 

Vern Donnell-Sisseton 

Joe Fiala-Miller 

Laura Lenstch-Britton 

Larry Mattke-Huron 

Delmar Metzgar-Eureka 

Edwin Miller-Ipswich 

Sheila Roeber-Redfield 

Jack Swanson-Ipswich 

Delvin Worth-Gettysburg 

Jody Zueger-Aberdeen 
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Daniel Menking-Webster 

Craig Rau-Java 

JoAnn Schaefers-Orient 

Bob Heintzmann-Aberdeen 

Noel Belcher-Bowdle 

Wayne Board-Doland 

Kenneth Buck-Peever 

Colleen Cordell-Marvin 

Rodney Domke-Highmore 

Terry Flamboe-Aberdeen 

David Gleason-Claire City 

Darryl Yackley-Clark 

David Heitmann-Britton 

Craig Johnson-Redfield 

Judy Steen-Ipswich 
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Toby Morris-Pierre 

Daniel Menking-Webster 

Tom Farber-Britton 

Craig Carson-Brookings  

Dave Hahler-Webster 
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